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• Screening; 
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• Surveillance of children with elevated blood lead levels; 
• Identification of sources of lead; and  
• Collaboration of service providers. 
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individuals who would otherwise “fall through the cracks.”  Ms. Thomson suggested 
incorporating lead screening and education into the State daycare-licensing program.  Ms. 
Council indicated that modifying the daycare-licensing program would require a change in State 
law, and thus, should be addressed under the advocacy component of the Comprehensive Plan.   
 
Subcommittee members also discussed education needed to convince medical practitioners to 
screen children.  Mr. Falter stated that Medicaid phone nurses are being contracted to contact 
doctors to encourage screening.  Ms. Bonet suggested nurses conducting follow-up phone calls to 
patients also encourage lead screening.  Ms. Thomson suggested that reminder cards be sent to 
families with children under the age of seven, to remind families when it is time for a follow-up 
test.  Mr. Steinkraus reported that the Douglas County Health Department currently sends 
reminder letter to families; however, many of the letters are returned because the families have 
moved. 
 
In regards to the identification of lead sources, Mr. Steinkraus stated that the Douglas County 
Health Department will perform environmental investigations at homes with children with blood 
lead levels greater than or equal to 10 µg/dL, after an increase in personnel is obtained.  Presently, 
the Douglas County Health Department performs environmental investigations at homes with 
children with blood lead levels greater than or equal to 15µg/dL.   
 
It was discussed that the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) is 
recommending random environmental testing of homes.  The Douglas County Health Department 
does not have the capability.  Ms. Council suggested that this could be an area the CAG could 
assist with identification of resources.   
 
Ms. Deppe asked Mr. Feild to explain how EPA would be addressing exterior lead-based paint.  
Mr. Feild stated that EPA is committed to testing homes, including sampling paint, dust, and 
water. 
 
Ms. Bonet suggested that low-interest loans be made available to individuals for housing 
remediation.  Ms. Todd stated that the City is establishing a new rehabilitation program that will 
provide subsidized loans; however, the funding is very limited. 
 
Mr. Steinkraus announced that the Douglas County Health Department is drafting a lead paint 
ordinance to require paint stabilization to control lead hazards.  The Douglas County Health 
Department is looking for a City Council member to sponsor the ordinance and support from the 
CAG. 
 
The Subcommittee agreed that HUD and the Omaha Housing Authority (OHA) need to be 
involved with the CAG and the Comprehensive Plan Subcommittee.  Ms. Council stated that she 
would contact HUD and OHA. 
 
The next Subcommittee meeting will be held on March 15, 2005 at 11:00 a.m. at the Family 
Resource Center, located at 3040 Lake Street. 
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